In this year of the Bicentennial of our country, Bt, Thomas

of Canterbury Parish is celebrating its 60th Anniversary.

A severe snow storm coupled with the arrival of a new
Archbishop, George Mundelein, in February of 1916, gave the impetus
rw.mmofmmtommtwmmmhumenmhw
of the "¥ilson Avenue District”, (subsequently known as Uptown).
This snow storn had prevented them from attending Mass at either
Our Lady of Lourdes or St. Ita's Parishes due to the distance
tnvolved, The new Archbishop told them that if they signed up 500

families they would have their new parish. Thcy returned four days
Jater with the names and & néw parish was born.




The parish wes formally estadblished on March 4, 1916, and was
the first parish set up by the new Archbishop, He personally named
the parish after St, Thomas of Canterbury to remind himself of his
own call to sanctity, since like himself Thomas Becket was first a
Chancellor and then an Archbishop,

Father Francis M, O'Brien, an Assistant at the Cathedral and
GMpmamcawam.mammumnmmmmum
the "area of Uptown”, north of Wilson Avenue, scuth of Foster Avenue
and east of Magnolia Street to the lakefront” as the geographic
boundaries of the parish, These boundaries remein essentially the
same today with some minor meanderings at the north emd, Father O'Brien
immediately set about the task of serving the people there amid the

backdrop of the most important business, entertalmment and restaurent
area of Chicago cutside the loop,

He rented a house at 4830 Narth Sheriden Read as & rectory and
temporary school staffed by the Sisters of Charity of BVM, The first
liass was held in the lakeside Theater (Lakeside Place and Sheridan Road)
now Columbla College on March 26, 1916, Other services (lent wes in
progress) were held at the Dorset lotel (Argyle Street and Sheridan Road)
now the Scmerset House, )

Shortly thereafter a six-flat at 4811 North Kenmore Avenue was
purchased as a convent and Joseph W, MoCarthy was hired as the Axchitect
for & combination Church-School bullding, At the direction of Archbishop
Hundelein, the architecture was to be "pure colonial, the enly distimetively



American architecture.,” It was the first Catholic Church built in this
style in Chicago and probedbly in the nation, It served as a model for
St. Maxy of the lLake Seminary, NMundelein, who subsequently employed the

samo Architect, The then new church was dedicated by Archbishop Mundelein
on June 24, 1917,

The axchitecture it seems reflected well the feelings of the parish
founders, They were urbane, affluent people who were first and foremost
Americans, Though Irish surnames predomimated, the parish lists, baptisms
and marriages of the time, indicate a wide variety of European backgrounds,
This “American” outlook gave the parish and its programs & unique elan,
Being in the shadow of the Aragon Ballroom must also have helped, Memories
of gala dances, parties, outings and cne of the most famous young adult
clubs in the city predominate in the memories of old parishiocners, The
priests of this pericd still are fondly remembered as cheerful outgoing
types. Asslistant Pastors such as F, J, Holloy, Anthony Burke and Frank
Trainor still stand out in the memories of the people,

Father Francis O'Brien was made pastor of St. Angela Parish in 1924,
A man whose name was t0 epitomize St, Thomas of Canterbury Parish for some
28 years was appointed Pastor, Father, and socn to be Meonsignor, Edward J,
Fox. Wrmmtﬂucmtmwmm;l. He gained & wide
reputation in the diocese as a firm and gentle leader of men,

In 1951 Mensignor ’l'u'l h‘lﬂ: s failing, and an administratar,
?.Muumuesmmupm. Upon the death of Monsignor Fox in
1953, Father Rq;iu was uppotnm Pastor, For seventeen years, Father
“Willie" Rogers name becane synonimous ﬁth St. Thomes of Canterbury, His



ebtullient spirit touched the hearte of all he came in contect with. He
was ever pwesent in front of the Church greeting all by nsme and making
many comverts, A strong Legion of Mary (still very active today) and

‘a Vincent de Paul Soclety were established to meet the changing needs

of the neighborhood, True to its tradition, St. Thomas of Canterbury

was well served in the 50's and 60's by outgoing assoolate Pastors, |

Fathers J, P. Cunningham, Sam McKay and John Tilford,

In 1969, Father Rogers was appointed Pastor of St, Albert the Great
in Burbank, Pather Hubert lHoffman was appointed Pastor, Father Hoffman
brought with hin & firm command of the 3panish language. Under his
leadership sexrvices for latins were established and the beglimmings of a
social outreach program to the neighborhood began, In 1971, Father
Hoffman was appointed Pastor of St. Rose of lima, The stage was set for
ammumlmtatﬁtgmwmm.

mnmwamiymmummuaqu. Immigrants
from rural America, predominately Appalachian and Hative Americans, poured
in, Ismigrants from across mrm. predoninantly Latins and Aslans arrived,
The old faded hcmlq were Aﬁuu with the elderly, the handicapped, the
mentally 111, Nm!xh"mmmmmun sprouted, Parts of
.Wm‘mummmmmmu1m. "The Toughest
Neighborhood in America“,

On July 1, 1971, John Cardinal dody appointed three priests o be
Co-Pastors of the Parish, Fether Thomas Hilles, Michael Pelka and Michasl
Rochford , Itmummmo-ud"m-nnmn ", PFather Millea left
mmulm.ummmmudrmzmnmm.,um
roles have developed over the years, Father Rochfard 1s Parish Administrator
and Father Pelka, School Adninistrator, Pather Joseph Hai, a refugee from



Vietnan, was appointed Asscclate Pastor in March of 1976.

The majoxr goal of the new team was to meke the parish and the
Catholic Chuxch credible to all the people of the neighborhood,

In oxder to accomplish this goal the following programs have been
dwelom'd\ndmﬂwmt five years in addition to stand exd parish
Wtimaim&rmmm:

Spirituals 1) Outvesch to individusl shut-ins and those in institutions,
The parish currently has 2,000 Hospltal and Nursing Home
beds and 26 Institutions to care for, All are served
by pastorel teams nfnlm. religious and laity,

'2) Development of Litursy Comittess, Leotcrs, Leadars of
Suas. cmm. mm:mmmacmum for

- Gnglish, Spenish and Vietnemese liturgles,

3) athmp-mmm-mmmmu
was set up, Bapﬂmmlcmu have doubled since

) Devalopnart of Beussnioal Prayer Groupo in Apartaent

| mnmm. otc. ' '

Mmﬁmh 1) mmmmmmmfmmm
through 6th grade. Seventh and eighth gredes were
mulwsmummumna:mm.
Hiddle School, ' "

It p:ovuu an mnut dmﬂ.n to inadequate
mghmm mswmmuamg,
1mmmshrr-°v1- 'moshtmdchrltwhu

e

numznxm. utmmmemmmm-.
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Sooial

80ld and resed and @ Senior Citimen pari: now stends in its place,
The park was dedicated by John Caxdinel Cody on Mother's Dey, 1976
2) A Sunday School of Religion is opersted serving 200 children,
Slater Emmazita Vagsaman, 03P is Director, A special Catechetical
Progran in Vietmamese is also held,
3) A Summer Bible School for neighborhood children is held each year,
%) Classes in English are provided weckday evenings for Spanish
am.mmmvzw_.
1)mmmmammmwaﬁnmstwm‘
250 families are sexrved each month, It 1s the laxgest free food
pantyy in the City of Chileago, In deltion. budget counseling,
ombudsmanship with agenoies and family counseling are provided,
sr.mmmwmumnimm.
z)mmmumnmmmmomutom
terthom#theam«mh, summmrm.o.r.um
Divectress ant Sister Linds Brandewle, S,F.P,, Asscolste, There
nm.mm«w&mombummmmw
Goldm&sm"
3)mmapmmmmmmwobwuu
tartm.nmmmymuuudamnmuu:u
ch!.ldm._w ot : .
a)mmm-’an&mmnmumum.
mmumsmmu.mummmu
arrivals, mmmm. ete, 65 Vietnamese Catholic Families
wlmddohthlﬂhh hMJthm. Sisters
mmmmmmmmum
s)ltmm-pu-nMWummmwu
helping worthwhile projects, We have helped and been imvolved in

the formation of mmercus crganizations now ruwuma; independently
such as»



Uptown Peoples Action Progrem,

A community organization;
Uptown Senlor Citizens Organization;
The Centxe, Inc,, & drop~in and multieservice

centay for neighborhood youth;

Prologue Altermative High Schools
The Natiomal Day Labor Institute, an edvocacy group; and
The Amos Day labew Agency, & not~for-profit day labor agency,

A Parish Council was attempted but failed due to language and transiency
problems,

Recent milestones in the history of St. Thomas of Canterbury Parish have
been the farmaticn of the Canterbury Club (a multi-raeial lay organization
to aid the parish) on Jamuary 1k, 1976; the formation of the Vietnamese
Catholic Community of Chicago on August 15, 1976) and a formal™twinning”
arrengement with Queen of All Saints Basilica that began im July, 1976

Currently residing and woxiing in the parish ave the following Congregations
of womens ‘
Lovers of the Holy Cross (Vietnamese)
- FPrenciscan Sistems of the Poor
Pominican Sisters of Binsinaws, Wisconsin
Bisters of 5t, Joseph of the Thind Onder of St. Frenols
Franciscan Sisters of Springfield, Illinols
Sisters of 5%, Prencls, Nishawaks, Indians
and of meny
Jesuit Seminarians
Franoiscan Fathers
Holy Cross Brothers



n,mmﬂwmmurlemmtheMahmu
Rev, Mr, William O'Brien, 5,J, and

Bro, Charles Smith, C3C,




r

ﬂﬂgmwmhwe seen great changes in 5t, Thomas of
Wmm‘

Fo longer affluent and urbane, it has become a2 home, refuge and
helping hand to the immigyvent and the poor, Its current mix of
1500 families of rich and poor, young and old, handicapped, black,
white, ved, latin and oriental peoples mske its worshipplng
community unique in the city, if not in all the world, It 1sa
y-vxswv”

mammmmmmwmm.m,mm
mﬂmt"mmwwm.“

Rev, Hichael Rochfoxd
September 1, 1976



